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in my early education. I was first introduced
to Welsh on one of the evenings at Sir William
Hamilton's in Great King Street. Notwithstand-
ing keen controversial hostility to Brown, and
other differences, Hamilton and Brown's biographer
were close allies. I used to meet them in their
walks together in the environs of Edinburgh.

Ecclesiastical interest had been awakened in
me before I began to study the history of
Christianity and the Church systematically in
the academical class-room. The story of the
advent and gradual extension through the ages
of a revelation of God, that claimed to have
entered into human history by ways beyond
" nature," in the ordinary meaning of that am-
biguous word, and which also promised practical
relief under the distressing pressure of the
mystery of human life, was congenial to my
state of mind. The Church, as the visible organ
of an extraordinary operation of God in the his-
tory of our planet, promised to provide a much-
needed director in the search for certainty in
matters of religion.

The attraction first came to me from the con-
temporary condition of the Church of England.
I had been more or less interested in the " Oxforday, but thers,
